
GREAT BRITAIN 
MOT MILEAGE 
REPORT 

A comprehensive report on 
average annual mileage per 
vehicle from MOT data

0121 232 8050
�N�S�K�T�%�*�J�Q�I���I�^�S�F�R�N�H�X���H�T���Z�P
�\�\�\���*�J�Q�I���I�^�S�F�R�N�H�X���H�T���Z�P



INTRODUCTION

02

THE LONDON 
QUESTION

10

AVERAGE ANNUAL 
MILEAGE

06
METHODOLOGY

04

AVERAGE MILEAGE 
BY VEHICLE TYPE

12
NATIONAL 
DISTRIBUTION

08

REPORT

CONTENTS

ORIANA HESKETH

oriana.hesketh@�eld-dynamics.co.uk jamie.powis@�eld-dynamics.co.uk

LEAD CONSULTANT

JAMIE POWIS
MARKETING MANAGER

AUTHORS

DISCLAIMER
�:�K�L�O�V�W���H�Y�H�U�\���H�•�R�U�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���P�D�G�H���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�H���D�F�F�X�U�D�F�\���R�I���W�K�L�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�����)�L�H�O�G���'�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V�����G�R�H�V���Q�R�W���Z�D�U�U�D�Q�W���L�W�V���D�F�F�X�U�D�F�\��

�R�U���Z�L�O�O�����U�H�J�D�U�G�O�H�V�V���R�I���L�W�V���R�U���W�K�H�L�U���Q�H�J�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�����Q�R�W���D�V�V�X�P�H���O�L�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���I�R�U���D�Q�\���I�R�U�H�V�H�H�D�E�O�H���R�U���X�Q�I�R�U�H�V�H�H�D�E�O�H���X�V�H���P�D�G�H���R�I���W�K�L�V��

�U�H�S�R�U�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���O�L�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���L�V���K�H�U�H�E�\���H�[�F�O�X�G�H�G��

AVERAGE MILEAGE 
ON FIRST MOT

14

SUMMARY

16

HIGH AND LOW 
MILEAGE

18

1



�&�X�� �F�� �H�T�Z�S�Y�W�^�� �\�J�c�[�J�� �L�T�S�J�� �Y�M�W�T�Z�L�M�� �X�T�H�N�J�Y�F�Q�� �H�M�F�S�L�J�� �T�[�J�W�� �Y�M�J��

�U�F�X�Y�� ���� �^�J�F�W�X���� �<�J�c�[�J�� �J�]�U�J�W�N�J�S�H�J�I�� �Y�M�W�J�J�� �S�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q�� �(�4�;�.�)��������

�Q�T�H�P�I�T�\�S�X�����J�S�Y�J�W�J�I���F���H�T�X�Y���T�K���Q�N�[�N�S�L���H�W�N�X�N�X�����F�S�I���\�J�c�[�J���J�R�G�W�F�H�J�I��

�S�J�\���Y�J�H�M�S�T�Q�T�L�N�J�X���Y�T���P�J�J�U���Z�X���H�T�S�S�J�H�Y�J�I�����8�Z�W�J�Q�^���Y�M�J�X�J���H�M�F�S�L�J�X��

�N�S���G�J�M�F�[�N�T�Z�W���M�F�[�J���F�K�K�J�H�Y�J�I���M�T�\���R�Z�H�M���\�J���I�W�N�[�J�$

�0�S�T�\�N�S�L�� �Y�M�N�X�� �R�N�Q�J�F�L�J�� �N�S�K�T�W�R�F�Y�N�T�S�� �N�X�� �N�R�U�T�W�Y�F�S�Y���� �.�Y�� �J�S�F�G�Q�J�X��

�L�T�[�J�W�S�R�J�S�Y���F�S�I���Q�T�H�F�Q���F�Z�Y�M�T�W�N�Y�N�J�X���Y�T���G�J�Y�Y�J�W���U�Q�F�S���Y�M�J�N�W���Y�W�F�S�X�U�T�W�Y��

�S�J�Y�\�T�W�P�� ���� �Y�M�N�X�� �N�X�� �J�X�U�J�H�N�F�Q�Q�^�� �Y�W�Z�J�� �K�T�W�� �U�Q�F�S�S�N�S�L�� �J�Q�J�H�Y�W�N�H�� �[�J�M�N�H�Q�J��

�N�S�K�W�F�X�Y�W�Z�H�Y�Z�W�J���F�S�I���H�M�F�W�L�N�S�L���U�W�T�[�N�X�N�T�S��

�&�X�� �F�� �Q�J�F�I�N�S�L�� �S�J�Y�� �_�J�W�T�� �I�F�Y�F�� �H�T�S�X�Z�Q�Y�F�S�H�^���� �Y�M�J�� �Y�J�F�R�� �F�Y�� �+�N�J�Q�I��

�)�^�S�F�R�N�H�X���M�F�X���F�S�F�Q�^�X�J�I���T�[�J�W�����������R�N�Q�Q�N�T�S���2�4�9���W�J�H�T�W�I�X���K�W�T�R���Y�M�J��

�U�F�X�Y���K�T�Z�W���^�J�F�W�X���Y�T���L�N�[�J���Z�X���F�S���F�H�H�Z�W�F�Y�J���[�N�J�\���T�K���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J����

What’s the average mileage of a vehicle in 
Great Britain? Is it as much as you think?

INTRODUCTION
GB MOT MILEAGE REPORT  
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METHODOLOGY
GB MOT MILEAGE REPORT 

The project included cars, passenger 

vehicles, motor caravans, private hire 

vehicles, motor tricycles, quadricycles, 

goods vehicles not exceeding 3,000kg, 

taxis, vans, ambulances, motor caravans 

and dual-purpose vehicles. 

These MOT tests were taken from 2018 

to 2021. The test is legally required for 

vehicles over three years old (sometimes 

sooner depending on vehicle) and gives us 

data on vehicle type, mileage, and where 

the test was carried out. 

Each year 35 million MOT test results are 

�L�N�[�J�S���F�� �Z�S�N�V�Z�J�� �N�I�J�S�Y�N�*�J�W���� �F�S�T�S�^�R�N�X�J�I���� �F�S�I��

then published to data.gov.uk. With this 

anonymised vehicle ID we’ve been able to 

identify consecutive MOT tests for each 

vehicle and calculate the mileage difference 

between them. We then annualised the 

mileage difference to give us an average 

number of miles per year. We did this to 

deal with varying test intervals caused by 

the pandemic where MOT exemptions were 

granted. When we found a new vehicle, we 

assumed that the mileage would increase 

�Q�N�S�J�F�W�Q�^���F�H�W�T�X�X���Y�M�J�������^�J�F�W�X���Y�T���Y�M�J���*�W�X�Y���2�4�9��

date. 

An MOT is an annual test of 
vehicle safety that’s required 
for most vehicles

While MOT tests are the best way to get a picture of national mileage, 
they’re required for the majority of vehicles older than 3 years. 

�K�W�T�R���T�Z�W���F�S�F�Q�^�X�N�X�����<�J���F�Q�X�T���J�]�H�Q�Z�I�J�I���F�S�S�Z�F�Q��
�R�N�Q�J�F�L�J�� �F�G�T�[�J�� ���������������� �R�N�Q�J�X�� �U�J�W�� �^�J�F�W�� �F�X��
�Y�M�N�X���\�T�Z�Q�I���W�J�V�Z�N�W�J���F���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J���Y�T���G�J���I�W�N�[�J�S���K�T�W��
�R�T�W�J���Y�M�F�S�������M�T�Z�W�X���F�[�J�W�F�L�N�S�L�������R�U�M���K�T�W������
�I�F�^�X���F���\�J�J�P��

�(�4�;�.�)�� �W�J�X�Y�W�N�H�Y�N�T�S�X�� �\�J�W�J�� �N�S�� �J�K�K�J�H�Y�� �N�S�� �Y�M�J��
�F�S�F�Q�^�X�N�X���U�J�W�N�T�I�����9�M�J���*�W�X�Y���S�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���Q�T�H�P�I�T�\�S��
�\�F�X�� �N�R�U�Q�J�R�J�S�Y�J�I�� �T�S�� �����W�I�� �2�F�W�H�M�� ����������
�F�S�I�� �Q�F�X�Y�J�I�� �Z�S�Y�N�Q�� ���Y�M�� �/�Z�Q�^�� ������������ �9�M�J��
�X�J�H�T�S�I�� �S�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q�� �Q�T�H�P�I�T�\�S�� �\�F�X�� �N�R�U�T�X�J�I��
�T�S�� ���Y�M�� �3�T�[�J�R�G�J�W�� ���������� �F�S�I�� �Q�F�X�Y�J�I�� �Z�S�Y�N�Q��
���S�I�� �)�J�H�J�R�G�J�W�� ������������ �9�M�J�� �Y�M�N�W�I�� �S�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q��
�Q�T�H�P�I�T�\�S���G�J�L�F�S���T�S�����Y�M���/�F�S�Z�F�W�^�������������F�S�I��
�J�S�I�J�I�� �T�S�� �����Y�M���2�F�W�H�M�������������� �.�S�� �F�I�I�N�Y�N�T�S�� �Y�T��
�Y�M�J�� �Y�M�W�J�J�� �S�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q�� �Q�T�H�P�I�T�\�S�X���� �Y�M�J�W�J�� �\�J�W�J��
�X�J�[�J�W�F�Q���Q�T�H�F�Q���Q�T�H�P�I�T�\�S�X���N�S���I�N�K�K�J�W�J�S�Y���W�J�L�N�T�S�X��
�T�K���Y�M�J���:�0�����\�M�N�H�M���M�F�[�J���M�F�I���[�F�W�^�N�S�L���X�Y�F�W�Y���F�S�I��
�J�S�I���I�F�Y�J�X�������9�M�N�X���X�Z�L�L�J�X�Y�X���Y�M�F�Y���H�F�W�J���X�M�T�Z�Q�I��
�G�J�� �Y�F�P�J�S�� �J�]�Y�W�F�U�T�Q�F�Y�N�S�L�� �Y�M�J�� �I�F�Y�F�� �Z�S�Y�N�Q�� �\�J��
�M�F�[�J���R�T�W�J���S�T�W�R�F�Q�N�X�J�I���I�F�Y�F���F�[�F�N�Q�F�G�Q�J��

�<�J���\�T�Z�Q�I���J�]�U�J�H�Y���Y�M�F�Y���F���S�J�\���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J���\�T�Z�Q�I��
�H�F�W�W�^���M�N�L�M�J�W���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���G�Z�Y���N�S�[�J�X�Y�N�L�F�Y�N�S�L���Y�M�N�X��
�N�X���T�Z�Y�X�N�I�J���T�K���Y�M�J���X�H�T�U�J���T�K���T�Z�W���W�J�X�J�F�W�H�M����

The MOT data gives us the Postcode Area 
�N�Y�� �\�F�X�� �Y�J�X�Y�J�I�� �N�S���� �M�T�\�J�[�J�W���� �X�T�R�J�� �5�T�X�Y�H�T�I�J��
�&�W�J�F�X�� �N�S�H�Q�Z�I�J�� �G�T�Y�M�� �[�J�W�^�� �W�Z�W�F�Q�� �F�S�I�� �M�J�F�[�N�Q�^��
�G�Z�N�Q�Y���Z�U�� �F�W�J�F�X���� �+�T�W�� �J�]�F�R�U�Q�J���� �8�0�� �N�S�H�Q�Z�I�J�X��
districts of Greater Manchester and areas 
�T�K���Y�M�J���5�J�F�P���)�N�X�Y�W�N�H�Y�������9�M�N�X���R�F�P�J�X���N�Y���M�F�W�I�J�W���Y�T��
understand the sort of driving the mileages 
�W�J�U�W�J�X�J�S�Y����

�2�4�9���I�F�Y�F���N�X���M�J�Q�I���G�^���Y�M�J���)�W�N�[�J�W���F�S�I���;�J�M�N�H�Q�J��
�8�Y�F�S�I�F�W�I�X�� �&�L�J�S�H�^�� �
�)�8�;�&���� �G�Z�Y�� �N�X�� �S�T�Y��
�H�Q�F�X�X�J�I���F�X���F�S���b�T�K�*�H�N�F�Q���X�Y�F�Y�N�X�Y�N�H�c�����9�M�N�X���R�J�F�S�X��
�N�Y�c�X���S�T�Y���X�Z�G�O�J�H�Y���Y�T���X�H�W�Z�Y�N�S�^���F�S�I���F�X�X�J�X�X�R�J�S�Y��
�G�^�� �Y�M�J�� �:�0�� �8�Y�F�Y�N�X�Y�N�H�X�� �&�Z�Y�M�T�W�N�Y�^�� �F�S�I�� �X�T�� �\�J��
�X�M�T�Z�Q�I���J�]�U�J�H�Y���N�S�H�W�J�F�X�J�I���I�F�Y�F���F�S�T�R�F�Q�N�J�X��

�<�J�c�[�J�� �X�J�J�S�� �X�T�R�J�� �T�K�� �Y�M�N�X�� �F�S�T�R�F�Q�T�Z�X��
�I�F�Y�F���� �.�S�� �X�T�R�J�� �N�S�X�Y�F�S�H�J�X���� �Y�M�J�� �^�J�F�W���T�S���^�J�F�W��
mileage difference was negative or was 
�Z�S�J�]�U�J�H�Y�J�I�Q�^���M�N�L�M�����\�J���J�]�H�Q�Z�I�J�I���X�Z�H�M���I�F�Y�F��

LIMITATIONS

140 MILLION
MOT records analysed

4 54 FieldDynamics



AVERAGE ANNUAL 
MILEAGE

RESEARCH OVERVIEW:

�)�J�X�U�N�Y�J���Y�M�J���J�F�X�N�S�L���T�K���(�4�;�.�)���������Q�T�H�P�I�T�\�S���W�J�X�Y�W�N�H�Y�N�T�S�X�����F�[�J�W�F�L�J���F�S�S�Z�F�Q���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J��

�H�T�S�Y�N�S�Z�J�X���Y�T���I�J�H�W�J�F�X�J���F�Y���F���X�Y�J�F�I�^���W�F�Y�J���N�S���������������<�M�N�Q�J�������������2�4�9���I�F�Y�F���N�X���S�T�Y���^�J�Y��

�F�[�F�N�Q�F�G�Q�J���Y�T���Z�X�����N�Y�c�Q�Q���G�J���N�S�Y�J�W�J�X�Y�N�S�L���Y�T���X�J�J���N�K���Y�M�N�X���Y�W�J�S�I���H�T�S�Y�N�S�Z�J�X����

�.�S���,�W�J�F�Y���'�W�N�Y�F�N�S�������������
�����K�J�\�J�W���R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J���M�F�[�J���G�J�J�S���I�W�N�[�J�S���N�S�������������H�T�R�U�F�W�J�I��

�Y�T���������������9�M�J���F�[�J�W�F�L�J���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���I�W�N�[�J�S���U�J�W���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J���N�S���,�'���N�X���O�Z�X�Y�����������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���\�J�J�P����

The overall observation is that average annual mileage has 
fallen year-on-year since 2019, to 5,506 miles per year for 
2021.
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�.�S���������������Y�M�J��
national average 

miles driven 
�F�S�S�Z�F�Q�Q�^���\�F�X��

�������������
���������R�N�Q�J�X��
�U�J�W���\�J�J�P����

�.�S���������������Y�M�J��
national average 

miles driven 
�F�S�S�Z�F�Q�Q�^���\�F�X��

�������������
���������R�N�Q�J�X��
�U�J�W���\�J�J�P����

�9�M�N�X���N�X�������
���Q�J�X�X��
�Y�M�F�S����������

�.�S���������������Y�M�J��
national average 

miles driven 
�F�S�S�Z�F�Q�Q�^���\�F�X��

�������������
���������R�N�Q�J�X��
�U�J�W���\�J�J�P����

�9�M�N�X���N�X�����������
��
�Q�J�X�X���Y�M�F�S����������
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HIGH AND LOW 
MILEAGE

RESEARCH OVERVIEW

�9�M�J�� �[�F�X�Y�� �R�F�O�T�W�N�Y�^�� �T�K�� �[�J�M�N�H�Q�J�X�� �I�W�N�[�J�� �Z�S�I�J�W��

�������������� �R�N�Q�J�X�� �U�J�W�� �^�J�F�W�� �\�N�Y�M�� �T�S�Q�^�� �������
�� �T�K��

�[�J�M�N�H�Q�J�X�� �N�S�� �,�'�� �Y�W�F�[�J�Q�Q�N�S�L�� �T�[�J�W�� �������������� �R�N�Q�J�X����

�.�S���������������2�4�9���I�F�Y�F���X�M�T�\�X��

Miles per vehicle % of vehicles

�������P�� �� �� ���������


���������P�� �� �� ���������
��

�����������P�� �� �� �������


�����������P�� �� �� �������


�����������P�� �� �� ���


�����������P�� �� �� �������


�����P������ �� �� �������


�<�M�J�S�� �\�J�� �G�W�J�F�P�� �Y�M�F�Y�� �I�T�\�S�� �K�Z�W�Y�M�J�W����57% of 

vehicles travel less than 100 miles per 

week�� 87% of vehicles travel less than 200 

miles per week. 

While we know annual mileage per vehicle, it’s important to 
understand the distribution of high and low milers within that 
�*�L�Z�W�J����

8 FieldDynamics 98 FieldDynamics 9



MOT data gives us the Postcode Area in which a car was tested. 
The results for these Postcode Areas can be aggregated to allow 
us to investigate the national distribution of annual mileage.

The North/South Divide in 2021

NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION
RESEARCH OVERVIEW:

�9�M�J���3�T�W�Y�M���M�F�X���������
�����M�N�L�M�J�W���F�S�S�Z�F�Q���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���U�J�W��

�[�J�M�N�H�Q�J�� �Y�M�F�S�� �9�M�J�� �8�T�Z�Y�M���� �&�X�� �F�� �W�J�L�N�T�S���� �8�H�T�Y�Q�F�S�I��

�M�F�X�� �Y�M�J�� �M�N�L�M�J�X�Y�� �F�S�S�Z�F�Q�� �F�[�J�W�F�L�J�� �T�K�� ������������ �R�N�Q�J�X��

�U�J�W�� �^�J�F�W�� �U�J�W�� �[�J�M�N�H�Q�J�� �\�M�N�Q�J�� �8�T�Z�Y�M�� �<�J�X�Y�� �*�S�L�Q�F�S�I��

�M�F�X���Y�M�J���Q�T�\�J�X�Y���F�S�S�Z�F�Q���F�[�J�W�F�L�J���T�K���������������R�N�Q�J�X�����F��

���������
�����I�N�K�K�J�W�J�S�H�J����

 

�)�W�N�Q�Q�N�S�L���I�T�\�S���K�Z�W�Y�M�J�W�����Y�M�J�W�J���I�T�J�X�S�c�Y���F�U�U�J�F�W���Y�T���G�J��

�F�S�� �N�R�R�J�I�N�F�Y�J�� �W�J�Q�F�Y�N�T�S�X�M�N�U�� �G�J�Y�\�J�J�S�� �Y�M�J�� �M�N�L�M�J�X�Y��

�F�S�I���Q�T�\�J�X�Y���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���F�W�J�F�X����

Annual mileage per vehicle in 

the north.

5,616
Annual mileage per vehicle in 

the south.

5,231

�9�M�J���F�W�J�F�X���\�N�Y�M���Y�M�J���Q�T�\�J�X�Y���F�[�J�W�F�L�J���R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J���N�S�������������F�W�J����

�� �'�T�Z�W�S�J�R�T�Z�Y�M���� �� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���^�J�F�W

�� �8�T�Z�Y�M���<�J�X�Y���1�T�S�I�T�S������ �������������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���^�J�F�W

�� �0�N�S�L�X�Y�T�S���:�U�T�S���9�M�F�R�J�X���� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���^�J�F�W��

�� �8�Z�Y�Y�T�S���� �� �� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���^�J�F�W

 �'�W�T�R�Q�J�^�� �� �� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���^�J�F�W

�9�M�J���I�N�K�K�J�W�J�S�H�J���G�J�Y�\�J�J�S���Y�M�J���M�N�L�M�J�X�Y���
�*�F�X�Y���1�T�S�I�T�S�����F�S�I���Q�T�\�J�X�Y���
�'�W�T�R�Q�J�^�����F�S�S�Z�F�Q���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���G�^��

�F�W�J�F���N�X�����������
�������\�M�N�H�M���J�V�Z�F�Y�J�X���Y�T���������������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J����

�9�M�J���F�W�J�F�X���\�N�Y�M���Y�M�J���M�N�L�M�J�X�Y���F�[�J�W�F�L�J���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���U�J�W���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J���N�S�������������F�W�J����

 �*�F�X�Y���1�T�S�I�T�S�� �� �� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���^�J�F�W

�� �1�Z�Y�T�S������ �� �� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���^�J�F�W

�� �.�S�[�J�W�S�J�X�X���� �� �� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���^�J�F�W

�� �2�T�Y�M�J�W�\�J�Q�Q���� �� �� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���^�J�F�W

�� �,�F�Q�F�X�M�N�J�Q�X���� �� �� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���^�J�F�W

Map showing average annual 

�R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���U�J�W���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J���F�H�W�T�X�X���,�'����

�2�N�Q�J�F�L�J���F�G�T�[�J���Y�M�J���S�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q��

�F�[�J�W�F�L�J���N�S�������������N�X���R�F�W�P�J�I���N�S��

�W�J�I�����9�M�J���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���N�X���X�U�Q�N�Y���N�S�Y�T��

�5�T�X�Y�H�T�I�J���&�W�J�F����
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average annual miles per vehicle 
in East London. This is the 
highest average mileage in GB.

6,471
average annual miles per vehicle 
in Bromley. This is the lowest 
average mileage in GB.

of vehicles in Greater London 
drive over 15,000 miles per year. 
The biggest proportion of high 
milers in GB.

5.2%
of vehicles in Greater London 
drive under 5,000 miles per year. 
The biggest proportion of low 
milers in GB.

59%

Map showing average annual 

mileage per vehicle across 

�,�W�J�F�Y�J�W���1�T�S�I�T�S�����2�N�Q�J�F�L�J���F�G�T�[�J��

�Y�M�J���S�F�Y�N�T�S�F�Q���F�[�J�W�F�L�J���N�S�������������N�X��

�R�F�W�P�J�I���N�S���W�J�I�����9�M�J���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���N�X��

�X�U�Q�N�Y���N�S�Y�T���5�T�X�Y�H�T�I�J���&�W�J�F����

2,086

THE LONDON QUESTION
RESEARCH OVERVIEW

average annual mileage 
difference between East London 
and Bromley.

4,385

Dichotomy of London

�9�M�J�W�J�c�X�� �F�� ������������ �R�N�Q�J�� �F�[�J�W�F�L�J�� �U�J�W�� �[�J�M�N�H�Q�J��

�I�N�K�K�J�W�J�S�H�J�� �N�S�� ���������� �G�J�Y�\�J�J�S�� �X�T�R�J�� �F�W�J�F�X�� �T�K��

�1�T�S�I�T�S���� �\�M�N�H�M�� �N�X�� �L�W�J�F�Y�J�W�� �Y�M�F�S�� �\�J�� �\�T�Z�Q�I��

�M�F�[�J�� �J�]�U�J�H�Y�J�I���� �9�M�J�W�J�c�X�� �S�T�W�Y�M���X�T�Z�Y�M�� �I�N�[�N�I�J��

�N�S���1�T�S�I�T�S���Y�T�T�����\�N�Y�M���Y�M�J���3�T�W�Y�M�����������
�����M�N�L�M�J�W��

�Y�M�F�S���Y�M�J���8�T�Z�Y�M����

�<�M�J�S���^�T�Z���Q�T�T�P���F�Y���Y�M�J���I�N�X�Y�W�N�G�Z�Y�N�T�S���T�K���M�N�L�M���F�S�I��

�Q�T�\�� �R�N�Q�J�W�X���� �,�W�J�F�Y�J�W�� �1�T�S�I�T�S�� �M�F�X�� �Y�M�J�� �R�T�X�Y��

�M�N�L�M�� �R�N�Q�J�W�X�� �
�������
�� �I�W�N�[�J�� �T�[�J�W�� �������������� �R�N�Q�J�X����

�F�S�I���R�T�X�Y���Q�T�\���R�N�Q�J�W�X���
�����
���I�W�N�[�J���Z�S�I�J�W��������������

�R�N�Q�J�X�����N�S��������������

The distribution of high and low mileage in Greater London does 
create some questions. 

�*�F�X�Y���1�T�S�I�T�S���U�T�X�J�X���F�S���N�S�Y�J�W�J�X�Y�N�S�L���V�Z�J�X�Y�N�T�S����

�<�M�F�Y�c�X�� �Y�M�J�W�J�� �Y�T�� �L�N�[�J�� �N�Y�� �Y�M�J�� �M�N�L�M�J�X�Y�� �F�S�S�Z�F�Q��

�R�N�Q�J�F�L�J�� �N�S�� �Y�M�J�� �H�T�Z�S�Y�W�^�$�� �&�� �R�T�W�J�� �I�J�Y�F�N�Q�J�I��

�F�S�F�Q�^�X�N�X�� �R�N�L�M�Y�� �W�J�[�J�F�Q�� �Y�M�J�X�J�� �[�F�W�N�F�S�H�J�X������

�5�T�Y�J�S�Y�N�F�Q�Q�^���N�Y���H�T�Z�Q�I���G�J���Y�T���I�T���\�N�Y�M���F���X�U�J�H�N�F�Q�N�X�Y��

testing location or driver concentrations 

�
�J���L���� �Y�F�]�N�� �T�W�� �I�J�Q�N�[�J�W�^�� �I�W�N�[�J�W�X������ �4�K�� �H�T�Z�W�X�J����

�Y�M�J�� �5�T�X�Y�H�T�I�J�� �&�W�J�F�X�� �N�S�� �1�T�S�I�T�S�� �F�W�J�� �X�R�F�Q�Q��

�H�T�R�U�F�W�J�I�� �\�N�Y�M�� �Y�M�J�� �W�J�X�Y�� �T�K�� �,�'�� �X�T�� �Y�M�J�W�J�� �\�N�Q�Q��

�G�J���R�T�W�J���[�T�Q�F�Y�N�Q�N�Y�^��
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VEHICLE ARCHETYPES
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VEHICLE TYPES AVERAGE MILEAGE

AVERAGE MILEAGE BY 
VEHICLE TYPE

RESEARCH OVERVIEW

�<�M�N�Q�J���\�J���R�F�^���Q�T�T�P���Y�T���U�W�T�[�N�I�J���F���R�T�W�J���L�W�F�S�Z�Q�F�W���[�N�J�\���T�K���F���\�N�I�J�W���W�F�S�L�J���T�K���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J�X���N�S���Y�M�J���K�Z�Y�Z�W�J����

�\�J���H�M�T�X�J���Y�T���K�T�H�Z�X���T�S���&�Z�I�N���&���X�����+�T�W�I���+�N�J�X�Y�F�X�����F�S�I���+�T�W�I���9�W�F�S�X�N�Y���;�F�S�X����

Along with national and regional statistics, we compared three 
makes and models to provide an indication of the differing 
usages.

AUDI A6
�9�M�J���&�Z�I�N���&�����N�X���F���Q�F�W�L�J���J�]�J�H�Z�Y�N�[�J���H�F�W���
�M�N�L�M���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���I�W�N�[�J�W�X��

�\�M�T���Z�X�J���U�J�W�X�T�S�F�Q���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J�X���K�T�W���G�Z�X�N�S�J�X�X���U�Z�W�U�T�X�J�X������

FORD FIESTA
�9�M�J���+�T�W�I���+�N�J�X�Y�F���N�X���T�S�J���T�K���Y�M�J���:�0�c�X���R�T�X�Y���U�T�U�Z�Q�F�W���H�F�W�X�����.�Y�c�X��

�I�W�N�[�J�S���G�^���F���\�N�I�J���W�F�S�L�J���T�K���I�W�N�[�J�W�X���G�Z�Y���R�T�W�J���U�W�J�I�T�R�N�S�F�S�Y�Q�^��

�X�J�J�S���F�X���F���X�M�T�W�Y���I�N�X�Y�F�S�H�J���H�F�W������

FORD TRANSIT
�9�M�J�� �+�T�W�I�� �9�W�F�S�X�N�Y�� �N�X�� �Y�M�J�� �H�Q�F�X�X�N�H�� �[�F�S�� �F�S�I�� �N�X�� �Z�X�J�I�� �\�N�I�J�Q�^��

�F�H�W�T�X�X���Y�M�J���H�T�R�R�J�W�H�N�F�Q���X�J�H�Y�T�W��

�-�T�\�J�[�J�W�����\�M�F�Y�c�X���N�S�Y�J�W�J�X�Y�N�S�L���N�X���M�T�\���H�Q�T�X�J���Y�M�J��

�F�[�J�W�F�L�J�� �R�N�Q�J�F�L�J�� �N�X�� �G�J�Y�\�J�J�S�� �Y�M�J�� �&���� �F�S�I�� �Y�M�J��

�9�W�F�S�X�N�Y���[�F�S����

�.�S�������������F�[�J�W�F�L�J���F�S�S�Z�F�Q���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J�X���U�J�W���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J��

�\�J�W�J��

�+�T�W�I���+�N�J�X�Y�F�� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���� �������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���\�J�J�P

�&�Z�I�N���&������ �� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���� ���������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���\�J�J�P

�+�T�W�I���9�W�F�S�X�N�Y���� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���� ���������R�N�Q�J�X���U�J�W���\�J�J�P

�&�S�� �F�[�J�W�F�L�J�� �&�Z�I�N�� �&���� �H�T�[�J�W�X�� �����
�� �R�T�W�J�� �R�N�Q�J�X��

�Y�M�F�S�� �F�� �+�T�W�I�� �+�N�J�X�Y�F���� �\�M�N�Q�J�� �F�� �9�W�F�S�X�N�Y�� �H�T�[�J�W�X��

�������
���R�T�W�J����

�1�T�T�P�N�S�L�� �F�Y�� �^�J�F�W���T�S���^�J�F�W�� �Y�W�J�S�I�X���� �+�N�J�X�Y�F�X�� �F�S�I��

�&�Z�I�N�X�� �M�F�[�J�� �G�J�J�S�� �I�W�N�[�J�S�� �Q�J�X�X�� �T�[�J�W�� �Y�M�J�� �U�F�X�Y��

�Y�M�W�J�J�� �^�J�F�W�X���� �-�T�\�J�[�J�W���� �I�J�X�U�N�Y�J�� �F�� �������
�� �I�N�U�� �N�S��

�������������Y�M�J���9�W�F�S�X�N�Y���F�S�S�Z�F�Q���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���M�F�X���X�Y�F�^�J�I��

�M�N�L�M���F�S�I���N�S�H�W�J�F�X�J�I���X�Q�N�L�M�Y�Q�^���N�S������������

�9�M�N�X���N�S�H�W�J�F�X�J���H�T�Z�Q�I���G�J���J�]�U�Q�F�N�S�J�I���G�^���F���H�M�F�S�L�J��

�T�K�� �Q�N�K�J�X�Y�^�Q�J�� �\�M�J�W�J�� �U�J�T�U�Q�J�� �F�W�J�� �T�W�I�J�W�N�S�L�� �R�T�W�J��

�T�S�Q�N�S�J�� �F�S�I���� �T�K�� �H�T�Z�W�X�J���� �H�T�R�R�J�W�H�N�F�Q�� �I�W�N�[�J�W�X��

�H�F�S�S�T�Y�� �\�T�W�P�� �K�W�T�R�� �M�T�R�J���� �&�L�F�N�S���� �N�Y�� �\�N�Q�Q�� �G�J��

interesting to see what happens to the 

�F�S�S�Z�F�Q�� �R�N�Q�J�F�L�J�� �T�K�� �Y�M�J�� �+�T�W�I�� �9�W�F�S�X�N�Y�� �N�S�� ����������

�2�4�9���*�L�Z�W�J�X����

As expected, Audi A6 and Ford Transit users drive more than Ford Fiesta 
owners. 
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VEHICLE TYPES AVERAGE MILEAGE ON FIRST MOTAVERAGE MILEAGE ON 
FIRST MOT

RESEARCH OVERVIEW

�2�T�X�Y�� �H�F�W�X�� �F�S�I�� �[�F�S�X�� �I�T�S�c�Y�� �S�J�J�I�� �F�S�� �2�4�9��

�K�T�W�� �Y�M�J�� �*�W�X�Y�� ���� �^�J�F�W�X�� �T�K�� �F�� �[�J�M�N�H�Q�J�c�X�� �Q�N�K�J����

�9�M�J�W�J�K�T�W�J���� �\�J�� �I�T�S�c�Y�� �J�]�F�H�Y�Q�^�� �P�S�T�\�� �M�T�\��

�R�Z�H�M�� �F�� �H�F�W�� �\�F�X�� �I�W�N�[�J�S�� �N�S�� �Y�M�F�Y�� �*�W�X�Y�� �^�J�F�W����

�<�M�N�Q�J���\�J���M�F�[�J���Z�X�J�I���Y�M�J���2�4�9���I�F�Y�F���Y�T���N�S�K�J�W��

�Y�M�J���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J���N�S���Y�M�J���*�W�X�Y�������^�J�F�W�X�����Y�M�N�X���U�W�T�H�J�X�X��

We wanted to provide an indication of average mileages across a 
�[�J�M�N�H�Q�J�c�X���*�W�X�Y�������^�J�F�W�X��
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Year of Class 4 MOT test

Going back to our archetypical vehicles (Ford Fiesta, Ford Transit Van 
�F�S�I���F�S���&�Z�I�N���&�������\�J���X�J�J���Y�M�J���X�F�R�J���Y�W�J�S�I���F�X���Y�M�J���F�Q�Q���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J���*�L�Z�W�J�X���\�N�Y�M��
less miles being driven annually as the vehicle ages. 

Vehicle

�+�T�W�I���9�W�F�S�X�N�Y���;�F�S��

�&�Z�I�N���&����

�+�T�W�I���+�N�J�X�Y�F

0-3 year mileage

������������

������������

����������

3-6 year mileage

������������

����������

����������

% difference

�����


�����


�����
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Year of Class 4 MOT test

�N�X�S�c�Y���F�X���W�T�G�Z�X�Y���F�X���T�Z�W���R�F�N�S���F�S�F�Q�^�X�N�X����

�3�J�\�J�W���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J�X���F�W�J���I�W�N�[�J�S���R�T�W�J���Y�M�F�S���Z�X�J�I��

�H�F�W�X����

Date of MOT Annual Miles  Weekly Miles

���������^�J�F�W�X�� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���� �����������R�N�Q�J�X

���������^�J�F�W�X�� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���� �����������R�N�Q�J�X

���������^�J�F�W�X���� �������������R�N�Q�J�X���� �����������R�N�Q�J�X

���������^�J�F�W���T�Q�I���[�J�M�N�H�Q�J�X���F�W�J���I�W�N�[�J�S�������
���R�T�W�J��

�Y�M�F�S�����������^�J�F�W���T�Q�I���T�S�J�X�����9�M�F�Y���F�S�S�Z�F�Q���R�N�Q�J�F�L�J��

�H�T�S�Y�N�S�Z�J�X���Y�T���I�J�H�W�J�F�X�J���F�X���Y�M�J���H�F�W���F�L�J�X����
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Field Dynamics commissioned this project to understand 
whether MOT data could give us a better insight into car 
mileages. 

We feel that this data can provide a rich 

source of insight. It’s clear that mileages 

have dropped considerably, 22.7% fewer 

miles have been driven in 2021 compared 

with 2019. With social changes altering 

our behaviour, it appears unlikely we’re 

going to return to pre-covid driving levels.

Proportionately, there aren’t many 

vehicles consistently being driven long 

distances. According to MOT Class 4 

data, only 4.5% of vehicles are travelling 

more than 15,000 miles. 87% of vehicles 

travel less than 200 miles per week.

From an overall position, while there 

are differences by area (2,086 miles 

difference between the highest and 

lowest mileages annually in 2021), these 

are eclipsed by the differences we’ve seen 

by vehicle types (4,758 miles difference 

annually between the Ford Fiesta 

and Ford Transit Van). The difference 

between vehicle types is 2.3 times bigger 

than the difference between areas. This 

suggest that when planning for transport 

infrastructure the type of vehicle and its 

use is a key variable to consider. 

From an electric vehicle perspective, the 

mileage data provides really valuable 

insights. 57% of vehicles travel less than 

100 miles per week. As most EVs have a 

range of over 200 miles then this suggest 

that planning for a once a fortnight 

charge could be a viable assumption. 

Vans are completing close to 200 miles 

per week and their range is usually less 

than cars. An electric van driver would 

need multiple charges per week even 

with the current crop of vans. 

Cars like an Audi A6 have a higher range 

and higher mileages. We’ll probably see 

high mileage vehicles charging enroute, 

at destinations, or even at a client’s 

�T�K�*�H�J�X���� �X�T�� �M�T�\�� �R�Z�H�M�� �Q�T�H�F�Q�� �U�W�T�[�N�X�N�T�S�� �N�X��

required is unclear. 

Clearly there’s a challenge comparing 

weekly mileages to the range of early EV 

models. While this range will continue to 

improve, we do need to recognise that 

the EVs being produced today are still 

likely to be with us for the coming 10-15 

years.

IN SUMMARY
GB MOT MILEAGE REPORT 
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Field Dynamics is a leading net zero data analytics consultancy 
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We use advanced data science, spatial analysis, and bespoke 

modelling solutions to help our clients make a direct and 

measurable impact to their business and the environment.

Our projects span both the public and private sector with a focus 

on electric vehicles, heat, energy generation and land use. Our 

clients include leading management, strategy and transport 

consultancies, Distribution Network Operators, Charge Point 

Operators, government departments and local authorities.
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